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OUR MISSION 
CNY Land Trust seeks to preserve 
and protect natural areas in order 
to provide our communities clean 

water, clean air, wildlife habitat 
and a chance to connect with the 

land. 

On the Cover: A photo from the Third Annual Walk to Save the County,  May 
15, 1974 Solvay/Camillus Pennysaver

Together Once Again 
A letter from the Director  

Much has changed in the past two years. While we have faced 
countless challenges, the pandemic has offered many of us the 
chance to step back, slow down, and reflect on what we care about 
most. 

Like many of you, I am reminded of the importance and power of 
our relationships to our family, our community, and to the land. The 
chance to reconnect with many of the wild and green spaces under 
our care both grounds me and provides hope in a chaotic world. 

Of course, with the 50th anniversary of the very first Walk to Save 
the County coming up this year, I cannot help but feel an immense 
gratitude for the people without whom these spaces would not 
exist. 

As we prepare for our celebrations in the coming year, the valuable 
work we do does not stop.  While we have begun to regain our 
footing from COVID-19, yet another challenge demands our 
attention. 

For many of us - myself included - the existential threat of climate 
change bears a heavy burden. It is at times like these that the 
relationships we build become the key to our future. 

Save the County - our grassroots organization founded more than 
50 years ago by a small group of dedicated community members - 
provided us with a road map for the future. We will continue to 
address these challenges as we always have - together - by 
building the relationships, for ourselves, our kids, and our 
community, who will continue to care for the land long after we are 
gone.  

So to all those who have gotten us here, we sincerely thank you for 
your service and continued support - and to the new faces among 
us, we are glad you are here, there is much to be done. 

I hope to see you out there! 

Betsy Foote 
Interim Executive Director  
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It was more than two years ago that a small 
group of neighbors, seeing the value of this green 
space, reached out to the Central New York Land 
Trust catalyzing the Campaign to Save Pleasant 
Valley. In a testament to the power of community, 
these neighbors formed the Friends of Pleasant 
Valley. Acting both as fundraisers and volunteer 
stewards, these advocates have cultivated and 
cared for the site’s rich biodiversity and we thank 
them for their efforts. Now that the complete 
acquisition of the preserve has come to a close, the 
next chapter begins. 

Building on the tireless efforts of the Friends of 
Pleasant Val ley, seniors from SUNY-ESF’s 
Conservation Biology 
program have begun a 
review of the Preserve’s 
management plan. Led 
b y P r o f e s s o r D o n 
Leopold, Ph.D., these 
students are focusing on 
the site’s woodlands and 
c e d a r f e n a n d t h e 
actions needed to best 
protect these spaces. The wetlands/fen, in 
particular, present a unique opportunity for 
conservation due to the large contiguous size of 
the fen. Ongoing efforts this summer will be aimed 
at identifying its full extent in the valley. 

The ecological impacts of these habitats are 
immense. As we plan for a changing climate, these 
types of ecosystems are where strategic investment 

of resources can go a long way. The western 
branch of Onondaga Creek, which flows through 
the site, is an important tributary of Onondaga 
Lake. Any actions taken here at Pleasant Valley 
affect a large portion of Onondaga County’s 
population. The wetlands (pictured above) play a 
critical role in improving water quality, mitigating  
storm effects, and maintaining surface water flow 
during dry periods.  

CNYLT, in partnership with the Onondaga 
Environmental Institute, plans to install a new 
bridge on site this summer, replacing the old dirt 
road and culvert crossing the creek. This will open 
up free passage for fish, wildlife, and water. At last, 

t h e b at t l e w i t h t h e 
d e v i o u s , c u l v e r t -
blocking beavers comes 
to a close! 
In addition, a grant 
s e c u r e d f r o m t h e 
O n o n d a g a L a k e 
Re c o v e r y Fu n d w i l l 
f u r t h e r a i d i n t h e 
protection of wetlands 

and restoration of native grass meadows. Plans for 
a new universal access trail and educational 
interpretation are also in the works with the goal 
being to make this natural wonder available to all. 

With so much work to do this summer, we hope 
you’ll join us and the Friends of Pleasant Valley in 
our efforts to continue to protect this beautiful 
jewel. See you out there! 

PROTECTING CRITICAL HABITAT  
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“This preserve is significant because of the complexity 
and size of all natural communities including the mature 
rich, mesic hardwood forest, cedar swamp,  and stream 
system… and because of the dedicated volunteers who 

have already made tremendous contributions to 
preserving the biodiversity here.” - Don Leopold, Ph.D., SUNY ESF
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COMMUNITY 
Makes Conservation Happen 

Interested in getting involved? Volunteer. Every Skill is Valuable! 

If you’re interested in hands-on preserve work (trail clearing, invasive management, etc.) make sure you are signed 
up to get our Stewardship Newsletter and notifications for upcoming events. Email stewardship@cnylandtrust.org

Friends of Pleasant Valley  look for Hemlock Wooly Adelgid

CNYLT thanks C & S Companies for their generous donation on Feb 9, 2022

Professor Don Leopold and SUNY ESF Conservation Biology students doing some hands-on invasive species management at Pleasant 

• Practical Preserve Work 
• Writing 
• Photography/Videography 

• Graphic Design/Social Media 
• Fundraising  
• Education/Outreach 

mailto:stewardship@cnylandtrust.org
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COMMEMORATING 
The Walk to Save the County 
This April marks the 50th anniversary of the 
walkathon that started it all. 

Earth Day Number 3, April 22, 1972. Despite the 
cold drizzle of rain, sleet, and soggy terrain, there 
were nothing but smiles on that fi rst walk. 
Community members from across the county, 
young and old alike, braved the cold to participate 
in a 15-mile walk, raising $24,000 for the 
conservation of one of CNY’s unique natural areas. 

If you can believe it, there was once a time when a 
‘walkathon’ was a new idea. Building off of the 
growing momentum of the environmental 
movement, SU Professor Jim Karp and a small 
group of SUNY-ESF students were inspired by a 
similar event held in Rochester that spring. This 
small group of young activists and community 
volunteers hit the street, distributing flyers, 
canvassing businesses, and speaking with students 
and teachers in biology classes.  

The first walk was a huge success! Through the 
cooperation of the Reagan Family and The Nature 
Conservancy, the proceeds fully funded the 
purchase and protection of the 175 acres that 
became Baltimore Woods Nature Center.  

The potential of that first walkathon wasn’t lost on 
the organizers. In the following weeks, a small 

group of ragtag conservationists formally decided 
to create Save the County (STC), the precursor to 
the Central New York Land Trust. 

The annual Walk to Save the County soon became 
both a beloved community event and the catalyst 
by which the organization grew to encompass the 
51 preserves now under its care. Year after year, 
students, their families, and community members 
walked to show their support for the environment 
and their local green spaces. The walk fostered an 
appreciation for the outdoors while allowing our 
children see the direct impact of their work on the 
local landscape. With thousands of participants on 
any given year, the Land Trust’s walk was considered 
one of the oldest environmental walkathons in the 
country.  

By 1999 the Land Trust had held the last edition of 
its vintage walk, raising over $598,000 during its 30 
-year history. Though many things have changed 
within the organization over its 50-year history, its 
guiding star has not. Its reason for existence is the 
protection of valuable natural areas.  

Approaching the 50th anniversary of the first walk 
and the creation of the organization we became, we 
reaffirm our commitment to this goal and to the 
community which has supported us along the way. 

Stay tuned for a 50th Anniversary Walk being 
planned for this summer! We also wish Baltimore 
Woods a happy 50th Anniversary and we hope you 
will join them for their celebrations! 

 “Though many things have changed within the 
organization over its 50-year history, its guiding 

star has not. Its reason for existence is the 
protection of valuable natural areas.” 

- Jim Karp 

W
alk to Save the County, M

ay 5, 1974
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Earth Day of Service  
Friday, April 22, 10am - 3pm 
Come and join us for our first workday of the summer! We will be 
transporting a small footbridge from our Camillus Valley Preserve 
to its new home at High Hickory Wildlife Sanctuary, followed by 
some trail clearing and maintenance at High Hickory. Please RSVP 
at stewardship@cnylandtrust.org 

Earth Day Celebration: Go All In with Nature! 
Saturday, April 23, 12 - 4:30pm 
Bring the kids and check out our interactive land trust education 
table as  Baltimore Woods hosts it annual Earth Day celebration. 
For full event details please see Baltimore Wood’s website, 
baltimorewoods.org.  Pre-registration required. 

Sustainable Manlius Earthfest 2022 
Saturday, April 30, 10am - 2pm 
Meet our staff at Fayetteville Free Library’s sustainable community 
event. The library will be featuring a range of environmental and 
community organizations in addition to showing “The Lorax” and 
hosting Melt Food Truck. More details can be found on the library’s 
website at fflib.org  

EverGreen EverBlue BBQ  
Friday, September 9th 
Save the date for our biggest fundraiser of the year featuring an 
outdoor BBQ at one of our newest preserves.  

Stay in touch - sign up for CNY Land Trust email updates 
You can sign up to get timely updates on events, stewardship 
activities, newly protected lands and more. On the CNY Land Trust 
website, cnylandtrust.org, add your email to “Join Our Newsletter 
List” on the homepage or email 

Target Stores 
target the Central New York Land Trust! 

Cast your vote every time you 
make an eligible purchase at 
Target - Online and In-Store! 

The Central New York Land 
Trust will be featured in the 
Target Circle community 
giving program at local Target 
stores in the Central New York 
area and online from April 1, 
2022 to June 30, 2022.  

Target Circle members can 
access the program through 
Target’s mobile app, online at 
target.com/circle, and in 
s t o re s .  N o t o n l y c a n 
members rece ive perks 
through their membership, 
but they can earn and cast 
votes for a selection of local 
nonprofits every 90 days.  
Each nonprofit featured will 
receive a percentage of a 
grant pool to support the 
organization’s valuable work 
in the community. 

So, the next time you’re 
shopping or ordering from 
Target in the next 90 days, 
please look for the Central 
New York Land Trust’s name 
and cast your vote for us.   

Thank you!

UPCOMING EVENTS

info@cnylandtrust.org
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As many seasoned CNYLT members know, 
melting snow and spring showers make for 
interesting conditions when exploring Three Falls 
Woods. Water roaring over the stepped moss-
covered falls have been known to catch the eye of 
even the most well-traveled conservationist. And 
while the falls often steal the show, this 78-acre 
preserve also boasts a vernal pond, striking karst 
topography, and over 19 state-protected botanical 
species. Its not hard to see why this is quickly 
becoming one of the Land Trust’s most visited and 
beloved preserves, with record visitation in the past 
year.  

Nothing makes us happier than seeing a family, 
school group, or friends enjoying the shaded falls 
as they build those same relationships to the land 
that many of us enjoyed as children. It is for that 
reason that our staff and volunteers tirelessly 
monitor preserve use/impacts to ensure that we all 
have this opportunity time and again. After a wet 
winter/spring of heavy preserve use and seeing 
muddy trails and soil erosion near the falls, our 
stewards have identified several areas in need of 
trail and infrastructure upgrades.  

With equal responsibility both to public access and 
safety and to the natural ecology of the site, a new 
s tewardsh ip in i t i a t i ve looks to upgrade 
infrastructure to promote responsible recreation at 
the preserve.  A new gate at the parking lot will 
allow for the closure of the preserve only at the 
most critical times of the year - allowing wildlife, 
plants, and soil time to recover. New trail stairs 
along the upper rim trail will ease access to the 
upper falls as well as a newly constructed bridge 
crossing the falls, courtesy of SUNY ESF (pictured 
below). 

It is our hope that with this initiative, we create a 
preserve capable of handling all the love the 
community has shown for Three Falls Woods while 
honoring the unique legacy of the site.  

Rendering of bridge drawn by Stewardship Chair, Andy Ramsgard

$35.00*                             

$50.00 

$100.00 

$250.00 

$500.00 

$1,000.00 

*Membership minimum  

Ask us about how to make your donation a hassle 
free recurring gift directly from your bank account 
or paycheck!

TRAIL UPDATE: Three Falls Woods Manlius, NY

Name: _________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ 

City: ___________________ State: ____ Zip: _________ 

Phone: _________________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________ 

Donations can be made online at cnylandtrust.org or 
mailed to our office at: 
 Central New York Land Trust 
 7 Fennell St. (2nd Floor) 
 Skaneateles, NY 13152 

Please make checks payable to CNY Land Trust 

Central New York Land Trust, Inc. is a membership-and donation supported not-for-profit organization, and a 501(C)(3) tax-exempt organization as determined by the IRS.

Individual                           

Family 

Watershed Protector 

Sustainer 

Benefactor  

Presidents Circle  

50 YEARS OF PROTECTING THE PLACES YOU LOVE 
Support our work for the next 50 by renewing your membership in 2022 
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The First Walk, Through My Eyes… 
By Gail Calcagnino

I first learned about Save the County when I was a senior at Nottingham High 
School in 1972 and was very impressed by their mission to save natural areas from 
development. 

The first Walk to Save the County was held on Earth Day in 1972, and a friend and 
I decided we could get pledges and walk the 15 miles to help the environment.  I 
don’t remember too much about that first walk except that it was cold, rainy, and 
snowy, at times.  However, as teenage girls, we were young, fit, and enthusiastic 
and completed the walk with no problems. 

After that first walk, Save the County’s mission stayed with me – so much so that as 
a student at SUNY-ESF, I worked with a small group of college students to 
promote that year’s Save the County walk.  Later, as an adult, I joined Save the 
County as a board member and continue to serve on its successor organization, 
The Central New York Land Trust’s, Fundraising Committee to this day. 

I am so proud to have been part of such an important event as the Save the 
County walks and to support the Central New York Land Trust’s efforts to continue 
the mission.  I invite you, the reader, to become a member or renew your 
membership so that future generations may benefit from the beautiful areas 
saved by past generations. 

Central New York Land Trust 
7 Fennell St. (2nd Floor) 
Skaneateles, NY 13152 

www.cnylandtrust.org
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SYRACUSE, NY

Saving Land Since 1972

Gail Calcagnino (center) holds a Save-the 
County sign promoting the walk (1974)
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