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Thanks to Eagle Socut candidate Gabe Hoag and Boy Scouts form Troop 66 
Camillus, 6 new wood duck boxes have been installed at Pleasant Valley. Just in 
time for nesting season! 

Wood ducks (Aix sponsa) are cavity nesters, preferring to nest off the 
ground. The new duck boxes have been installed following the 
upland edge of the wetland allowing tree cover for the ducks 
while providing easy  access to the water. In northern breeding 
locations such as New York most ducks form pairs and begin 
nesting around March/April and typically produces two broods a 
season. Wood Ducks can be identified by their striking crown 
head and green, purple, and blue banding. 

Pleasant Valley’s pond is also benefiting from the addition of 6 new 
bat boxes thanks to the Boy Scouts. 

So the next time your out at Pleasant Valley keep an eye out for 
these new visitors and snap a picture for us!

Central New York Land Trust 
7 Fennell St. (2nd Floor) 
Skaneateles, NY 13152 

315.916.3701 
stewardship@cnylandtrust.org 

Mission Central New York Land Trust seeks to preserve 
and protect natural areas in order to provide our 
communities clean water, clean air, wildlife habitat and 
a chance to connect with the land. 

Sunday 

26  
June

Save 
the  

Date 
Strawberry Social Potluck 
You are cordially invited to a 
gathering of stewards and 
volunteers from across the land!  

As we begin to regain our footing 
from COVID and move forward, we 
want to see everyone again. Bring 
the family and come enjoy some 
strawberry shortcake and live music. 
What better way to meet our staff, 
other volunteers, and CNYLT 
members! 

Strawberry shortcake and 
refreshments will be provided but 
feel free to bring your own dish to 
share. 

More details will be available closer 
to the event date. 

Pleasant Valley Preserve 
4312/4310 Kasson Rd. 
Syracuse, NY 13215 

Let us know you’re coming! RSVP 
stewardship@cnylandtrust.org

Eagle Scout Projects  - Spotted Lanternfly - Meadow Restoration - Volunteer Schedule - Citizen Scientist

Duck Boxes Make a Splash 
Boy Scouts complete project at Pleasant Valley 

Diane E. (left) observes Gabe H. (right) installing duck box, Friends of PV
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Photo (above): Volunteers discussing plans for Woodchuck Hill Field and 
Forest Preserve December 2001, CNYLT Archives

50 Years of Stewardship 
A letter from the Director of Stewardship 

A picture is worth a thousand words. Taken over two decades 
ago, this photo of volunteers at Woodchuck Hill exemplifies 
everything that a Land Trust is, and should be to its 
community.  

While the focus of stewardship is often about the practical 
work of repairing and protecting the ecosystems and wildlife 
under our care, it is important to remember that this work 
would not be possible without a community of individuals 
working together with common cause. This is the true history 
of of our 51 preserves  … 

The Stewardship Newsletter is dedicated to our friends, 
volunteers, community members, and partners who all work 
tirelessly to make this mission a reality. We hope you will join 
us. 

Paul Porter 
Director of Stewardship 

Meet the  

Stewardship Staff

Paul Porter 
Director of Stewardship

Rex Ramsgard 
Land Steward

Contact us! 

315.916.3701 
stewardship@cnylandtrust.org 
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TRAIL UPDATE: Three Falls Woods Bridge & Eagle Scout Project 

iMap's “Claim A Grid Square” initiative is back –
visit the NY iMapInvasives  website to pick your 
spot to survey for spotted lanternfly (SLF) this year 
(more than 70 claimed already!). 

In 2021, we saw SLF expand into several areas in 
NY. Luckily, volunteers across the state took action 
– 169 grid squares across the state were claimed 
and surveyed, and nearly  one thousand SLF 
records were submitted to iMapInvasives (and 
thankfully these were almost all not-detected 
reports in upstate NY!). 

SLF is an invasive pest  from Asia that feeds on a 
variety of plants including grapes, hops, and 
maple trees, posing a severe threat to NY's natural 
resources. SLF has been found in several locations 
in NY but has not yet spread to much of the state. 
One potential pathway for the spread of SLF is its 
preferred host plant, tree-of-heaven, which is 
already found in many locations across the state. 

iMap is seeking volunteers like you to look for SLF 
and  tree-of-heaven  in your area  periodically 
throughout the year. You can help protect NY's 
agriculture and forests by knowing what to look 
for and how to report it to  iMapInvasives.  Visit 
iMap's website  to sign up,  and to register for  a 
virtual training event happening Wednesday, May 
25th at 1pm. 

Woodchuck Hill is an available grid square that 
needs to be surveyed! If you are interested in 
taking this on and need help navigating 
iMapInvasives contact Rex! 

Help Track Spotted Lanternfly 
Claim a Grid Square to Survey 

Shared from the DEC Delivers Newsletter

nyimapinvasives.org/slf 

Quickly becoming one of our busiest sites, 
Three Falls Woods features an extensive trail 
system, developed from years of use by 
neighbors and visitors. 

Thanks to Eagle Scout candidate Sebastian 
Mangual, we now have three new stand alone 
signs. These signs will be posted will trail 
maps and a CNYLT sign, to notify visitors that 
they are leaving/entering the nature 
preserve. Their placement along the 
boundary was done with the consultation of 
Preserve Steward Phil Bonn, with the hopes of 
mitigating any potential confusion about the 
trail system and the potential for visitors to 
unwitt ingly stray on to neighboring 
properties. The signs still need to be painted 
and marked, but have already been delivered 
to site. 
Thank you for all the hard work Sebastian!
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Become a Citizen Scientist! Tools for your next walk in the woods

Merlin: TheCornellLab 
ID help with over 7,500 bird 
species. This app provides novice 
to experienced birders with quick 
and easy to use identification. 

Inaturalist 
A social network for naturalists! 
Users can record observations of 
plants and animals, share them 
with friends and researchers, all 
while learning about nature!

iMapInvasives 
Help the DEC record and track 
the movement of invasive 
species  throughout New York 
State. Sign up to monitor 
specific areas or simply make 
reports as you find invasives.  

Volunteers 
Make Conservation Happen 

Thank you to everyone that came 
out to help this winter/spring! 

1. The Friends of Pleasant Valley flagging the route for a new universal access trail 
through the meadow. 

2. Steve Kinne scouts out Hemlock Wooly Adelgid at Whiskey Hollow 

3. SUNY-ESF students removing invasive buckthorn at Pleasant Valley 

4. Two new stewardship recruits at Fayetteville Free Library’s Earth Fest 

5. Celebrating Earth Day, stewards transported an underutilized bridge from 
Camillus Valley to its new home at High Hickory 

6. Thanks Again to Edwin Woods for a second beautiful Kiosk at High Hickory!

1 2

3 4 5

6

Tag us in your pictures!  @cnylandtrust
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April showers bring May flowers! Volunteers 
and CNYLT stewardship staff have been busy this 
spring seeding the 10 acre agricultural field at the 
entrance of Pleasant Valley. This marks the 
beginning of a native meadow restoration 
initiative spanning two of CNYLT’s most popular 
preserves. 

New York State is home to over 450 species of 
wild pollinators but populations are declining due 
to habitat loss and fragmentation, pesticide 

exposure, and pathogens/parasites (DEC). This 
poses a major threat both to biodiversity and US 
agriculture and food production as over 90 
commercially grown crops, including tree fruits, 
berries, and vegetables, are dependent on insect 
pollinators for reproduction. 

Taking guidance from the New York State’s 
Pollinator Protection Plan (DEC 2016), the CNYLT 
has identified Pleasant Valley and High Hickory as 
two preserves to promote pollinator habitat. Both 
sites will see portions of their post-agricultural 
fields reseeded with a specially designed seed 
mix to promote the recovery of wild flowers and 
grasses native to New York (full list to the right). 

Pollinators are not the only ones to benefit from 
this restoration project. The 20 acres of meadow 
covering these two preserves were specifically 
targeted for restoration due to their proximity to 
critical water bodies. The western branch of 
Onondaga Creek (a major tributary to Onondaga 
Lake) flows through Pleasant Valley while High 
Hickory lies within the Skaneateles Lake 
Watershed. Grass meadows provide an extra layer 
of filtration and increased area for water 
absorption during heavy rain events, preventing 
excessive flooding and water contamination.  

While the work has already meadow begun at 
Pleasant Valley, the reseeding is not scheduled to 
begin at High Hickory until this fall, once the 
grassland birds have concluded their nesting 
season.  We hope you’ll join us this fall, and if you 
can’t wait, our custom pollinator seed mix will be 
available for purchase through our office so that 
you can plant your own garden or yard!

Oxeye Sunflower 
Marsh Blazing Star 
Wild Bergamot 
Spotted Beebalm 
Tall White Beardtongue 
Hairy Beardtongue 
Narrowleaf Mountainmint  
Blackeyed Susan 
Wild Senna 
Showy Goldenrod 
Gray Goldenrod 
Licorice Goldenrod 
Ohio Spiderwort 
Golden Alexanders 
Boneset 
Autumn Bentgrass 
Big Bluestem 
Sideoats Grama 
Virginia Wildrye

Little Bluestem 
Indiangrass 
Anise (Lavender) Hyssop 
Common Milkweed 
Butterfly Milkweed 
Smooth Blue Aster 
New England Aster 
Aromatic Aster 
Partridge Pea 
Lanceleaf Coreopsis 
Purple Coneflower 

CNYLT POLLINATOR SEED MIX 
Design in collaboration with SUNY-ESF’s Sam Quinn, and 
Ernst Conservation Seeds, this pollinator mix contains 30 
species of wild flowers and grasses native to the 
Northeast US. Be apart of our restoration efforts by 
planting your own garden or yard! Seed packets will 
be available for purchase through our office.  All 
proceeds benefit a dedicated stewardship fund for 
monitoring and implementation of future restoration 
projects!

X ounce packets 
available for purchase 
through our office 

info@cnylandtrust.org

Pollinator Meadow Restoration Underway! Pleasant Valley & High Hickory

mailto:info@cnylandtrust.org
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Summer is the busiest time of year at the Land Trust, and we need 
your help maintaining and monitoring our beautiful preserves, so 
come join us for a workday!  

Boundary Blitz   
Weekly Tue-Wed, 8am - 12pm 
Rex will be leading a team to catch up on boundary marking for some 
of our less known preserves. Check in with us on Monday to see 
which preserve we are focusing on that week. 

Woodchuck Hill   
Weekly Mon & Thu, 9am - 12pm 
Join the Friends of Woodchuck Hill on their two weekly morning 
workdays. Trail work, Invasives management, and stone wall 
restoration!  

High Hickory Bridge Install  
Sat, May 28, 10am - 2pm 
We will be installing a small wooden bridge over a stream crossing in 
the upper loop trail. Bridge is already on site, just needs to be 
assembled and installed! 

Three Falls Woods Gate Install 
Thu, June 2, 5pm - end 
We will be installing a new gate at the Three Falls Woods parking lot 
on Sweet Rd., we will need help setting the posts and pouring 
concrete.  

Camillus Valley Trail & Invasives Day 
Sat, June 11, 10am - 2pm  

Old Fly Marsh  
Sat, June 25, 10am - 2pm  
We will be addressing some beaver issues (bring waders or boots)! 
We will also attempt to recover some of the boardwalk that has been 
flooded out. 

Let us know you’re coming! RSVP stewardship@cnylandtrust.org 
All necessary tools provided, unless we make a specific request for 
people to bring tools (shovels, clippers, etc.). Please bring lots of 
water and dress appropriately for the weather and wildlife (ticks).  

VOLUNTEER DAYS

Kiosk/Sign Carpenters 
If you like painting or playing 
with power tools, we need 
your help! This summer we will 
be refurbishing a number of 
our Preserve signs and 
installing an additional two 
kiosks. Other sites also need 
trail stairs and small bridges 
built.  
Interpretive Materials  
All of our new kiosks will need 
educational and interpretive 
panels designed with maps 
and useful info about  the 
preserve.  
Education/Outreach 
We need volunteers to lead 
educational walks for 
community groups and our 
members. Share your passions 
and skills with the community! 
Management Plan Review 
As we review management 
plans we are beginning to 
accumulate additional data on 
our preserves, from species 
lists to historical site info. 
Volunteer your time to 
research and document one of 
the preserves! 

If interested, please reach 
out to Rex via email: 
rramsgard@cnylandtrust.org

PROJECTS 
Interested in volunteering but 
can’t make it to a workday? 
Volunteer to help with some of 
our other projects. 
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Volunteer Spotlight: Henry Dul High Hickory’s New Volunteer Preserve Steward 

HAVE YOU DONE YOUR YEARLY PRESERVE INSPECTION? 
Preserve inspections for 2022 should be completed by the end of May 

It’s that time of year again! Time to throw on the boots, go for a hike, and submit your yearly 
monitoring report!  This year we have done away with the google form, instead you should have 
received a phone call and email from us with the new monitoring form attached. This way you will be 
able to keep a physical copy of the report and the office will have a record of it. We would ask that you 
return these as soon as possible to that we can get a sense for the work that needs to be done this 
summer. 

We are growing! In the past year we have added another three preserves to our growing list for a grand 
total of 51 preserves scattered throughout the Central New York region. We are on the lookout for 
people interested in taking on Volunteer Preserve Steward roles for some of the preserves that do not 
yet have one. If you know of anyone interested please put them in contact with the office! 

Current Preserve Stewards: If you have any questions or have not received an email regarding 
monitoring reports, please reach out to Rex, rramsgard@cnylandtrust.org

Growing up in New York’s Hudson Highlands, 
Henry only had to cross the road in front of his 
house to find himself immersed in nature. Taking 
advantage of acres of untouched wilderness, 
Henry spent his childhood days hiking and 
camping - exploring the woods and developing 
an intimate connection to the land and nature 
around him. Having moved to the midwest and 
then the south, Henry’s appreciation for the value 
of these spaces only grew.  

Now finding himself back in his home state of 
New York, Henry has started his own business, 
Shamrock Forge and Wood Craft. Pursuing his 
passion for design and the production of heirloom 
quality metal and wood furniture decor. His 
beautiful craftsmanship can be seen on his 
Instagram page @shamrock_forge_and_woodcraft 

Volunteering as the Preserve Steward at the 
CNYLT’s High Hickory Preserve in Skaneateles, 
Henry has already provided a valuable addition to 
the CNYLT team. Helping to complete the new 
trail kiosk at High Hickory and quite literally 
helping with some heavy lifting at Three Falls 
Wood during the delivery of the new bridge, 
Henry’s goal is to protect and promote the same 
open spaces he enjoyed as a child. Ensuring that 
the next generation of stewards have the 
opportunity to observe and explore the beauty of 
New York. 

So the next time your at High Hickory say hello to 
Henry and get to know our newest preserve 
steward! Thank you Henry!



Stewardship Newsletter MAY 2022

Saving Land Since 1972  CNYLT 8

Calling All Photographers! We need new photos for our website 

Central New York Land Trust 
7 Fennell St. (2nd Floor) 
Skaneateles, NY 13152 

www.cnylandtrust.org
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SYRACUSE, NY

Saving Land Since 1972

@CNYLANDTRUST 
              © 2022 Central New York Land Trust, Inc. 
              Please share this newsletter 

What’s going on at your favorite 
Central New York Land Trust 
Preserve? 
Have you had a rare bird 
sighting, enjoyed a day at the 
preserve with your family, 
encountered a beautiful plant, or 
know of a visit by a local school 
group? We would like to post 
your experiences on our social 
media, website, and newsletters. 
Your work as CNYLT 
ambassadors gives you a unique 
insight which is invaluable for 
creating interest and helping us 
to grow. Email us your favorite 
pics at: 

info@cnylandtrust.org 

or tag us on instagram and 
facebook 

@cnylandtrust 

Also, stay tuned for an announcement 
about the 2022 Summer Photo Contest! 

Photo Credit: Juvenile barred owl at Whiskey Hollow, Dan Bocchino

mailto:info@cnylandtrust.org
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